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Our Messiah was an Israelite, Not
a ‘Jew’
Summary

The word “Jew” didn’t even exist during Yah’shua’s
lifetime. This article traces where it came from, what
it actually meant, and why calling the Messiah an

Israelite is both more accurate and more Scriptural.

• “Jew” as an English term descending from Greek
“Ioudaios” and Latin “Iudaeus” — nonexistent in
Yah’shua’s own time, and originally describing a

connection to Judea, not a fixed genealogical
category.

• Scripture’s “the Jews” of that era read as the Judean

religious-political establishment Yah’shua
denounced, not a claim about ancestry.

• The same distinction extended to today:
religious/cultural identity as a Jew doesn’t itself

establish or rule out descent from ancient Israel
(with Ruth the Moabitess as a parallel — grafted in

by conversion, not birth).
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• Why the Messiah is described specifically as an
Israelite, by Scripture’s own named genealogy,

rather than by the broader label “Jew.”

The full article begins on the next page.
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Our Messiah was an Israelite, Not
a ‘Jew’

During Yah’shua’s lifetime, the word “Jew” as we use

it in English today did not yet exist in any language.

The English word descends, by way of the Latin

Iudaeus and the Greek Ioudaios, from the name of

the tribe and land of Judah – so at its root it described

someone connected with Judea, not a fixed ethnic or

genealogical category. This matters because the New

Covenant’s frequent references to “the Jews” during

Yah’shua’s lifetime are properly understood as

describing the religious and political establishment

centered in Judea in that period – chiefly the

Pharisees and their allies – not a claim about anyone’s

ancestry.

Yah’shua Himself was not a member of that religious

establishment, and He denounced it plainly: “Woe

unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites... ye

serpents, ye generation of vipers” (Matthew 23:13-

33). Scripture instead identifies Him by a specific,

named genealogy: a descendant of the tribe of Judah,
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of the house and lineage of David (Matthew 1:1-16;

Luke 3:23-38) – an Israelite by descent, not merely “a

Jew” by the religious-political label of His day.

This distinction – between a religious or national

label and an actual, traceable genealogy – matters for

a second reason: it also applies to anyone claiming

Jewish identity today. Practicing Judaism, being

raised in a Jewish community, or calling oneself a Jew

is a statement about religious and cultural identity. It

does not, by itself, establish unbroken physical

descent from the ancient tribes of Israel – no more

than a Gentile’s conversion to faith in Yah’shua makes

him a physical, bloodline descendant of Abraham.

Judaism has accepted converts throughout its history;

Scripture itself records this in Ruth the Moabitess,

grafted into Israel by her declared loyalty to Yahweh

and Israel’s people (Ruth 1:16), not by ancestry. What

was true in Ruth’s time remains true of religious

conversion generally: it changes a person’s professed

faith and community, not their ancestry.

After the ten northern tribes’ dispersal following the

Assyrian conquest, and the centuries of exile,

migration, and intermarriage that followed for all

twelve tribes, no individual or group today – Jewish

or otherwise – can produce a verified, unbroken



genealogical record connecting them to the ancient

tribes of Israel. We do not assert that any specific

alternate ancestry can be proven for any modern

group; the Biblically consistent position is simply that

religious identity and genealogical descent are two

different things, and neither should be assumed to

guarantee the other.

This is why we describe our Messiah as an Israelite

specifically, rather than simply “a Jew”: Scripture

grounds His identity in an actual, named lineage, not

in a religious-political label that, then as now, does

not by itself establish who is or is not a physical

descendant of Israel.
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